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Highlights of October 2011 WCCHA Annual Conference “Resistance Is Fertile”

In October, our WCCHA
conference was graced by
two fascinating keynote
speakers, a festival of in-
dependent short films
from the Port Townsend
Film Festival, and a wide
range of thought-
provoking breakout ses-
sions featuring work by
our members.

For this newsletter, we are
featuring the inspirational
keynote address by Mary
Larson. Larson is a nurse
who serves the homeless
at Harborview’s Pioneer
Square Clinic in Seattle,
not only with her medical
arts, but as a painter who
accepts only donations of
necessities for clinic pa-
tients in exchange for her
art.

In our Winter and Spring
newsletters, we will pro-
file keynoter Charles
Mudede (The Stranger,
Seattle) and our first-ever
film festival. We’ll also
feature short write-ups of
individual faculty’s pres-
entations as part of a new
“best practices in teach-
ing the arts and humani-
ties” column.

Seattle Nurse / Artist
Mary Larson at WCCHA

On Saturday morning, the
second day of the confer-
ence, participants gath-
ered to hear a presenta-
tion by Mary Larson, a
Seattle-based nurse, por-
trait artist, and advocate
for the homeless.

Displayed across the
stage of SPSCC’s Center

of the Arts lecture hall,
were several of Larson’s
vibrant portraits, each one
a close-up of a different
man'’s face.

Through the next hour,
Larson told her own story
and introduced the audi-
ence to the portraits’ men,
all homeless individuals
whom she encountered
working as a nurse at Har-
borview’s free medical
clinic in Pioneer Square.

(... story continues on
pg S.)

WCCHA’s 2012 Conference : “REBOOT: How the Humanities Repair”

The theme for WCCHA’s
2012 Conference is
“Reboot: How the Hu-
manities Repair.”

The conference will take
place at North Seattle
Community College on
October 26-27, 2012.

Please mark your calen-
dars and watch for more
news — including keynote
speakers and the call for
proposals — in our Winter
2012 newsletter.



News from our members

Christopher Gildow
(Everett) is a faculty course
designer for the first wave
of Open Course Library
courses releases. Christo-
pher designed the ART 100
Introduction to Art course;
his grant was administered
through Everett CC. For
more information, check
this link: http://
seattletimes.nwsource.com/
html/

local-

news/2016659112 opencou
rsesOlm.html

Michael Shurgot (South
Puget Sound, retired) has
just become grandfather to
grandson # 3, Wilson Eilers
Shurgot, born July 3rd in
Little Rock, Arkansas. Wil-
son is reported by his unbi-
ased grandfather to be “so
cute!”

Michael Kischner and
Edith Wollin (North Seattle,
respectively faculty and
dean, retired) have finished
a revision of the grammar
text they first created on
sabbaticals in 1995. The

book has been renamed
Writers' Choices, Grammar
for Effective Writing and is
available as Print On De-
mand from Copley, an affili-
ate of Xanedu. They have
been asked to do a webinar
for Arkansas State in the
spring on the reduced ver-
sion of this book, Writers’
Choices: Grammar to Im-
prove Style. The latter book
has gone out of print, but is
available as a course packet
through Xanedu.

Denise Michaels
(Cascadia) has five poems
in the newly released an-
thology Broken Circles,
Cave Moon Press, 2011.

Broken Circles includes po-
ems about food and hopes
to foster poetry readings
that will raise funds to con-
tribute toward local food
banks. The book is avail-
able at AMAZON or at local
readings, as they are ar-
ranged. Editor Doug John-
son hopes that anyone who
has a food poem will feel

Susanne Weil (Centralia,
English) and Christine Lei-
ren Mower (Seattle Univer-
sity, Women'’s Studies) have
published an anthology of
critical articles examining
how writers have repre-
sented the work of women
in 19™ and 20™ century U.S.
and British literature.

Women and Work: The La-
bors of Self-Fashioning ap-
peared in April 2011.

free to gather at these ven-
ues to read: 40 attended the
November 19 reading at
Roy Street Cafe.

Denise reports that the po-
ets hope to schedule read-
ings at community colleges
throughout the next several
months.

Marc Brenman (Evergreen
State College and WCCHA
attendee) and Tom Sanchez
of Virginia Technical Uni-
versity are preparing a
book for publication by Is-
land Press in Spring 2012:

Women have always
worked, whether inside the
home in traditional domes-
tic labor, or outside the
home, for wages. But how
has that work been repre-
sented in literature? Weil's
and Mower's anthology fea-
tures 16 scholarly essays
focused on answering that
question.

Publishers approached Su-
sanne and Christine after
the two chaired a series of

Planning as if People Matter: Governing and Eq-
uity.

Brenman and Sanchez emphasize the social jus-
tice lens for people in the planning professions, as
well as public administrators. They are develop-
ing the idea of a "social equity intervention" that
addresses the needs of traditionally discriminated
against groups in U.S. society, while respecting
their views and wishes.

In May 2011, Janet Lucas (Peninsula) graduated
with her PhD in English from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. Her dissertation was entitled Not
Just a Feeling Anymore: Empathy and the Teach-
ing of Writing. She has presented on this topic at
several conferences and is working on a journal
article.

special sessions on the theme of women and
work in literature at the Pacific Ancient and
Modern Language Association’s annual confer-
ences. In addition to choosing, helping revise
and then editing contributors’ articles, Susanne
and Christine wrote a 40 page critical analysis
and historical overview which begins the vol-
ume.

For more information, visit http://www.c-s-
p.org/Flyers/Women-and-Work--The-Labors-of-
Self-Fashioning1-4438-2422-4.htm
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News from our members

Molly Tenenbaum (North Seattle) has a new poetry collection, The Cupboard Artist, which will appear in De-
cember 2011 from Floating Bridge Press. The Book Release Reading will be January 24, 2012, 7:30 pm at Open
Books: A Poem Emporium. For information, visit: http://www.openpoetrybooks.com/calendar/ The Cupboard
Artist will be available at Open Books and at www.mollytenenbaum.com.

Molly has graciously given WCCHA'’s newsletter permission to include a poem from The Cupboard Artist.

She wears green of cow-dung, tan of an old

Ode to the Ugly Colors dry gourd.

Molly Tenenbaum, North Seattle CC Color of mildew, of grated potatoes.

Hairball beige, rust that spots

every single snapdragon,

mustard of 70s telephones, she swore

she never would wear these, and why

grownups did, who could guess, when they could put on
all the pink they wanted.

At ten, she claimed brown

her favorite color, but only

("brown's not a color") to shock little yellows and reds—

or maybe she'd seen maroon velvet, even then, felt the
blush of cocoa powder.

Iris, iridescent, you were lovely, color the crescent moon
might flash if she fluttered a wing,

glimpse of her aunt Eva's silk sheath, shadow

the black-haired girls

caked on in the junior high bathroom

and came out looking, the principal said,

like sluts, but she loved

their necklines of peacock acrylic, their idea

of brushing blue anywhere.

Sings to you now, blotchy green, underside

of a sunflower leaf that will be completely dead tomorrow.
Sings to you, burnt buttermilk, tabletop clotted with cup-
rings.

Sings to you, gray, porous linoleum tracked with wet
weather.

And to you, white glare, all a cataract sees.

Color of grunt, harrumph, and husk.

The old lips of yogurt, the lost cottage
cheese.

Scrape and caw, a dinged aluminum pot.
The granite color of collar bands.

The chicken-fat color of sleep-scum.
Mud of her eyes.

Ugly colors, she sings, you have
the most beautiful names.
Dove-gray, olive, dusky rose.
Murrey, claret, bloodstain, myrtle.
Mauve, russet, mahogany, buff.
Sallow, ginger, pockmarked nacre.
Birchbark, mica, sandstone, moss.

You are soft as the cotton sheet in the mend-
ing basket.

You are the damp cloth
fever heats through every five minutes.

When you wrap around a person, when she
pulls

you tighter, heavy weight of wool in winter,
she feels a tug

in her heart—
cuticle detaching, claw caught in a sweater.
Unsealing of a leaf before it falls.

Do you have news you’d like to share? Please
send it to:

Susanne Weil, WCCHA Secretary, at
sweil@centralia.edu
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WCCHA Board Elections

WCCHA'’s October elec-
tions, held by ballot at our
conference, brought some
new blood to the Board and
some changes to the offi-
cers’ ranks. First, longtime
Board member and former
Crosscurrents editor, Tracy
Heinlein (North Seattle CC,
English), was elected Presi-
dent for a two-year term.
Tracy is the first part-time
faculty member to hold this
office.

Janet Lucas (Peninsula,
English) was elected First
Vice President and subse-
quently agreed to serve as
Treasurer after Allison De-
Boer (Grays Harbor, Eng-
lish) stepped down.

David Roholt (Pierce, Art)
was elected Second Vice

President, proving that you
don’t have to be an English

> deadhér o join the WCCHA

Board!

WCCHA'’s Board gained two
bpand new members: Geeta
Sadashivan (Cascadia,
English) and Helen Lovejoy
(Peninsula, English). We’ve
asked Geeta and Helen to
introduce themselves to our
members:

Helen Lovejoy: “After at-
tending my first WCCHA
conference this past Octo-
ber, I was excited to volun-
teer for the Association’s
board. Being new to both
Washington and to its com-
munity college system, I
enjoyed the conference and
felt a sense of collegiality
with the members. “

“I also learned quite a few
new best practices, was in-
spired by the members’
scholarship, and gained a
better understanding of
what it means to teach at a
WA CC.”

“This fall, I also joined the
full-time English faculty at
Peninsula College in Port
Angeles. PC was actually
the first school I applied to
and, needless to say, I was
very thrilled to receive the
position and have been en-
joying my work at the
school and my life in Port
Angeles.”

“A native of Southern Cali-
fornia, I received my BA
from Scripps College, in
Claremont, CA, and both
my MA and Ph.D. in English
from the University of Cali-

fornia, Riverside. In my re-
search, I focus on contem-
porary American literature,
feminism, and trauma stud-
ies.”

Geeta Sadashivan: “I have
been attending the WCCHA
conferences since 20085. I
feel privileged to serve an
organization that has con-
tributed so much to my
teaching and the broaden-
ing of my horizons. I enjoy
the eclectic sessions at
WCCHA conferences, and
the inspiring keynotes, and
I always return to my
classes with new ideas and
a feeling of revitalization.”

“I teach freshman composi-
tion at Cascadia Community
College, where I have been
employed since 2002. I re-
ceived my M.A. in English
from the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine. In my pre-
USA life, I also earned an
MBA degree from Gujarat
University in India. My life
has been enriched by living
in several countries (India,
Singapore, New Zealand
and the USA.) At WCCHA, I
experience the same wealth
of cultural connections.”

2010-11 Campus Literary Magazine Award Winners

Each year, WCCHA honors
two campus literary arts
magazines for their work in
fostering students’ artistic
expression on our cam-
puses. Winners are an-
nounced at our conference
Awards Banquet. Each wins
a $100 prize.

Best Big Budget Literary-
Art Magazine:

Spindrift, Shoreline Com-
munity College

Advisor: Debby Handrich

Best Small Budget Liter-
ary-Art Magazine:

Trillium, Tacoma Commu-
nity College

Advisor: Linda Ford
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Mary Larson: WCCHA 2011 Keynote Address

Early in her presentation,
Larson described her first
gallery showing; the eve-
ning before the show’s
opening, Larson was con-
templating what to price her
portraits when she remem-
bered that her clinic was
running low on new socks, a
small luxury item for those
living on the streets; at her
clinic, nurses give each pa-
tient a new pair when he or
she comes in for care.

Larson wondered why she
couldn’t exchange one of
her portraits for the needed
socks and although her
friends and family discour-
aged the idea, Larson
priced one portrait at 500
pairs of socks. The painting
quickly sold, and Larson’s
own unique and inspiring
form of philanthropy began.

She has now sold portraits
throughout North America
for winter hats, coffee cards,
sandwiches, shoes, and
other items needed for
those struggling.

Larson wants her paintings
to tell the story of an indi-
vidual whom society has
ostracized; her paintings
ask viewers to witness a life
that otherwise might be
erased. Part of this act of
witnessing for Larson is al-
lowing the men and women
to tell their own stories
through the paintings.

These personal stories form
the portraits’ backgrounds.
For example, the back-
ground of Joseph'’s portrait
is a dictionary page. Larson
chose this background be-
cause Joseph always wanted
to learn to read, a skill he
unfortunately never mas-
tered before his death.

Not only do Larson’s paint-
ings ask viewers to look dif-
ferently at the lives of home-
less individuals, but they
also give the subjects a
sense of purpose as the sell-
ing of the portraits make a
tangible difference in the
lives of many who are strug-

gling.

Larson’s work embodies the
“fertility” or ability of art
and of the humanities to
make real-life changes in
our society. As the confer-
ence participants com-
mented after the presenta-
tion, Larson’s art returns to
individuals the dignity, opti-
mism, and empowerment
that their lives’ struggles
have destroyed.
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Larson priced one
portrait at 500
pairs of socks.
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Crosscurrents is

online!

Would you like to bring WCCHA’s
Traveling Art Show to your campus?
Contact Yvette O’Neill,

yloneill@teleport.com

Upcoming
in the next

Newsletter:

¢ Profile of keynoter Charles
Mudede (The Stranger, Seattle)

¢ New “Best Practices in Teach-
ing the Arts and Humanities”
column.

Read Crosscurrents 2011 Online!

WCCHA's literary arts journal, Crosscurrents, is online
this year.

Visit crosscurrents.wccha.org to read / view it.

We will publish a print edition in 2012 that will contain
both 2011 and 2012 art and writing.

WCCHA'’s Crosscurrents Traveling Art Show

Features 25 years of art by Washington Community Col-
lege Faculty, originally published in Crosscurrents

Now Showing at Peninsula CC (Nov. 8 — Dec. 9);
Poetry Reading, December 3;

(For details, contact Janet Lucas, JLucas@pencol.edu)

Next Stop:

Lower Columbia College, January 2012

Do you have news you’d like to share? Please send it to:

Susanne Weil, WCCHA Secretary, at sweil@centralia.edu
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